Abstract:

I have chosen the subject "The Palestinian Population in the Mamluk Period" for the following reasons:

The importance of this period and because it is full of  important historical events.

The studies that focused on the demographic issue during the Mamluk period are rare.

To study and to know the effects of the Mamluk rule on the demographic structure of Palestine.

To know the religious division of the people in this country and the social and racial structure of the people during this period.

To study the economic and human activity in Palestine.

To study the relation between the ethnic, social, p[olitical, and religious groups in one side, and their relation with Mamluk Authority on the other.

The study found that the Muslims formed the great majority of  the population. I estimate their percentage to be 70-80% of the total population, while the Christians made up 20-30%. On the other hand the Jews made up less than 5% of the total population.

The Mamluk authorities practiced unjust policies against the people and they managed the country in a bad way that led to the spread of bribes and patronage. Starvations and diseases spread over especially the Plagues that killed a lot of people. The conflicts between the Mamluk sultans and princes resulted in weakening the country and ignoring the affairs and interests of the people. As a result of this situation, the authorities had imposed high taxes on farmers, merchants, and artisans. It had also resorted to the policy of forced selling and buying.

The Mamluk sultans have linked their existence to the struggle of liberating the land from the Crusaders and Mongols therefore they showed a great deal of interest in the religious affairs and kept good relation with the Muslim scientists (‘ulama). They built many mosques and schools (madrasas) especially in Jerusalem trying by that to win the harts and support of their people, and the support of the Islamic World. They tried to show themselves as defenders of Islam and Muslims.

The Mamluk Class was a separated class from the rest of  the population in Palestine. There was almost no relation between these rulers and the ruled people. The employees didn't care about the people's problems. What made things even worse is the fact that the Mamluks refused the principle of heritage in ruling. The struggle among the members of this class was a common phenomenon. This struggle led to instability and disorder in the region.

The different ruled classes have lived side by side and had natural relations among themselves, despite few problems which erupted from time to time. Usually the Mamluks have supported some groups against other groups according to their interests and goals. Only few groups won some passion of the Mamluks like the ‘Ulama group and the merchants. The Bedouin tribes also got certain degree of special treatment by the authorities. These tribes helped the authorities in collecting taxes and imposing security in the area on many occasions, on other occasions we find them participating in robbery and causing disorder especially in the time of crisis.  

